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Partners for a Better Community

A Message from our President - David Dampf

We’ve never seen an opening quite like this one. I'll soon be hit-
ting my 30-year milestone in Oneida and I've never, ever worked
harder in my career. In many ways, | feel like | am a first-year
teacher again. Everything | do needs to be re-learned from the
way | take attendance, to the way that | keep my grade book, to
the way | present instruction and then assess what’s been
learned. | haven’t decided whether | love or hate Google. | was
leaning toward hate, but then | ask myself how I'd be doing any of this
without it.

We have many talented, young members that have joined our ranks in
recent years. Please check in with them to see how they’re doing and if
they need help. | know you do that every year and you don’t need
someone to ask you, but even seasoned veterans are treading water
this year. Imagine doing all this in your first or second or third year in
education. | can't.

% 2020 VOTER GUIDE %
NEW-«YORK

What's Your Plan To Vote?

OPTION 1

VOTE BY MAIL

Apply Online by Oct. 27

Ballot Postmarked by Nov. 3
OPTION 2

VOTE ON
ELECTION DAY

The general election is right around the corner. You should have re-
ceived a copy of the 2020 NYSUT voter guide in the mail. It lists candi-
dates that have been endorsed by your state wide union. Regardless of
your political beliefs, make sure to cast your ballot and exercise one of
the most important freedoms that you have as an American citizen.

"If you want to be a true professional, do something outside yourself."
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UPCOMING MEETINGS:

OTA Representative Meeting (Second Tuesday of the month) ALL ARE WELCOME!

Next Meeting:  Sept 12th 3:30 pm Rm. TBD
Oct 8th 3:30 pm Rm. TBD
Nov 12th 3:30 pm Rm. TBD
Dec 10th 3:30 pm Rm. TBD

Any special meeting dates will be announced through e-mail.

Board of Education Meeting (Second Tuesday of the month)
Sept 12th 6:00 pm TBA

Oct 8th 6:00 pm Willard Prior
Nov 12th 6:00 pm Durhamville
Dec 10th 6:00 pm Seneca Street

Board of Education Meetings

The Oneida City School District Board of Education will meet on the second
Tuesday of every month.
The meetings are generally held at one of the buildings in the district and begin
at 6 pm.

We all need to remember that it is our
job, our livelihood, that is constantly
scrutinized. Make every effort to at-

BO ARD tend a meeting to show solidarity in the

A [ [ T ‘ Nﬁ OTA. Remember, it is in your best in-
\ terest to know what is going on in your
district.

‘ sCHOOL

‘ Donations and Contributions
Well, let’s begin a new year right.

Our second Casual Friday was held
on Friday October 9th with
Donations going to Breast Cancer
Awareness.

I am glad to say that we raised
$223.95.

GREAT JOB ONEIDA!
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TALES FROM THE CRYPT

The members of the Oneida Retired Educators Association remind you that
we are alive and well and still active on the educational scene in Oneida.

Welcome back to school, 2020-2021 style. As | wrote in April: Wow! Ya got
us on this one! Teachers have always gone above and beyond...nothing is
new there. However, one might have to go back to pioneer days, when the
teacher had to take care of building and grounds heating and maintenance in
addition to teaching children of all grades in the one-room schoolhouse, to
find anything that comes close to what you are all doing today.

The OREA membership is just astounded by your current unsolicited job de-

scription. Many of us have children who are educators, and/or have been pressed into service to assist with
the remote segment of our grandchildren’s education, so we have an idea of what is going on in many differ-
ent school districts. Procedures vary from district to district, but it boils down to the same thing...you are all
SuperHeroes!

Web-designer, IT troubleshooter, Covid-19 protocols supervisor, extreme health and safety monitor, home
learning environment overseer, wardrobe accessory monitor, family counselor...most of these have been on
your resume in small doses, but now they have each become a bona-fide cape that has been placed, unbid-
den, on your shoulders. You’re working with students at home and in person all day, and planning, prepar-
ing, evaluating, assessing and communicating half the night. Somewhere in between all that, many of you
are setting up coverage and assistance for your own kids, and trying to monitor their progress as they experi-
ence their own novel school days.

| suppose, on the bright side, you are building a whole new cache of school stories that are unique to pan-
demic-style teaching. My son tells me of high school students attending ZOOM lessons while lounging in
their beds. Then there are the same old stories but with a modern twist. When a mother was contacted and
asked why her child wasn’t turning in his Spanish | assignments on Google Classroom, she reported that the
child shouldn’t be expected to do that stuff because he doesn’t speak Spanish. Probably the dog isn’t eating
homework anymore, but is chewing up computer cables.

As | sat with my first-grade granddaughter during a ZOOM math lesson, | envied the teacher only one thing:
her Mute button! All the rest...the OREA members applaud you and want you to know we support you and

are wishing you strength each and every day.

Patricia Albaugh---Oneida Castle School---Retired, 2007
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Happenings in and around the OTA

Say “Hello” to the newest members of
our OTA family!

Grace Bradley: Grade 4 at North Broad Ele-
mentary School

Karen DiGennaro: 7th grade English at Otto
Shortell Middle School

Jordan Sipley: Grade 4 at North Broad Ele-
mentary School

Katherine Snyder: Kindergarten at North
Broad Elementary School

Kayla Sweet: Physical Education at Seneca
Street/Willard Prior Elementary Schools

Casey Woodcock: Grade 5 at Willard Prior El-
ementary School

Mike Carter: Physical Education at Oneida
High School

Lindsey George: Counselor at Willard Prior
Elementary School

The following members are new to the OTA
but not to Oneida. They are now members of
the OTA as Licensed Teaching Assistants

Ashley Reisman: LTA at Seneca Street Ele-
mentary School

Lori Collea: LTA at North Broad Elementary
school

Melissa Aumell: LTA at Durhamville Elemen-
tary School

Melissa Trent: LTA at Oneida high School
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"Hi everyone! My name is
Katie Snyder. I grew up in
Sherrill and graduated from
VVS in 2014. I earned my Ear-

ly Childhood and Childhood

Education certifications
through SUNY Oneonta and 1
am currently a Graduate stu-
dent at SUNY Cortland study-

ing theracy Education. I taught PreK at Sau-
quoit for two years and this is my first year
teaching Kindergarten at North Broad. I enjoy
spending time with my family at the beach or
hiking around NYS. My hobbies include paint-
ing, making ceramics, playing ukulele, and rol-
lerblading. I am so excited to be a part of the
Oneida CSD team!"

My name is Melissa Trent, [
first began my journey with
OCSD 2019-2020 school dis-
trict as a Licensed Teaching
Assistant. [ run the Learning
Center at the high school and
enjoy incorporating techniques
of increasing our students

SEL. Currently, I am enrolled in my undergrad-
uate program through Grand Canyon University
to pursue a Bachelor's degree in Secondary
Mathematics. My dream job is to be a lead
teacher in my own classroom teaching Mathe-

matics.

During my free time, I enjoy spending time with
my 11 year old son and long term boyfriend. We
try to get out doors as much as possible.

I look forward to another school year together
with the amazing staff [ have come to know and

appreciate.
Melissa Trent




Happenings in and around the OTA

Hello, my name is Kayla Joslin. 1
am teaching Physical Education at
Seneca Street Elementary. 1 was
previously teaching high school PE
at Fonda-Fultonville High School.
I attended college at SUNY
Cortland where I received my
Bachelor’s Degree in Physical Edu-
cation. I obtained my Master’s
Degree in Physical Education from
" Canisius College.
I am an avid outdoors person that enjoys hiking and run-
ning. I also like to spend time hunting, fishing and
camping.

)

Hello, my name is Grace Bradley
and I am a new 4™ Grade Reading
and Writing Teacher at North
Broad Elementary School. Previ-
ously I was the LTS for Oneida at
.. both North Broad and Durhamville
| Eementary Schools.

4 I received my Bachelors’ Degree

% from Utica College in Early Child-
hood/Childhood Education and I am currently studying
for my Masters’ Degree in B-6 Literacy Specialist
through SUNY Albany.

When I am not involved with teaching, I love to spend
quality time with my family. My husband, son and
daughter all enjoy doing any type of family activity to-
gether.

Hello! My name is Ashley
Reisman and I am the Child
and Family Support Provider
for Seneca Street Elementary
School. Ireceived my Bach-
elor’s Degree through Ca-
zenovia College in Human
| Services and am a Certified
Teaching Assistant (CTA).
When I am not teaching at Seneca Street, I en-
joy spending time with my family. Family
time includes any activities that I can partici-
pate in with my three kids!

My name is Melissa Aumell. |
am a certified Teaching Assis-
tant. My role at Durhamville
Elementary School is that of
Child & Family Support Provid-
er (CFSP). Iteach the Second
Step Social Emotional Learning
(SEL) curriculum in grades K-
5. T also provide support to children in our build-
ing through 1:1 counseling in the form of skill
building to help with any barriers to learning. Up
until COVID, I also used Groups as a way to ad-
dress student needs. Group work is on hold at this
time. I provide support to our students and their
families by needs assessment and assisting in at-
tainment of those needs. If a family is food inse-
cure, [ assist in getting them food. I link the fami-
ly to services in the local community that will help
fill any needs that left unfilled, would have a neg-
ative impact on their children and school perfor-
mance.

I received my Bachelor's in Human Services
from Cazenovia College. I started working at
Durhamville in 2004 as a PIP Counselor through
Liberty Resources. Due to program cuts at Liber-
ty, I left in 2010 and was a stay at home mom to
my 3 children, now ages, 16, 14, and 12. Ire-
turned to Durhamville as a part-time counselor in
2015, going full- time at the start of last school
year. I am happy that my current position is as an
employee of the Oneida City School District.

In my free time, I enjoy spending time with my
husband and children. We spend a lot of time
watching our children play sports and participate
in drama productions. Thankfully, we have just
returned to sports, while drama and theater is
still on hold.




Happenings in and around the OTA

Hi! My name is Casey Woodcock My name is Jordan Sipley and I
and I am the new 5™ Grade Teacher am the new 4" Grade Teacher at
at Willard Prior Elementary School. » North Broad Elementary School.
I received my Bachelor’s Degree B4 Prior to coming here to Oneida, I
from Grove City College in Elemen- was a 2™ Grade Teacher in the

tary Education 1-6. Ireceived my . . S
Master’s Degree from SUNY = Utica City School District.

Cortland. .
ortan I received my Bachelor’s Degree

Prior to my full time commitment from St Bonaventure University
with Oneida City School District, I was working locally | | in Elementary Education with an emphasis on
with not-for-profits. I also spent time working within Birth Education and Special Education Literacy. |
the Oneida City School District as a substitute. WhileI | | received my Master’s Degree from SUNY
was doing this, [ was also studying for my Master’s Cortland in Literacy.

Degree. My free time is spent with family, hanging out or

My down time is spent enjoying sporting events and in just doing the typical “family” stuff.

particular, watching hockey. GO SABRES!

Your Community Action Team
Dear Members,

We hope that this message finds you well, or at least hanging in there. The last few weeks and
months have certainly been full of contradicting emotions; worry and hope, fear and faith, stress
and ....well, however you deal with stress. As the OTA Community Action Committee, we would
like to remind you that the OTA officers have been working tirelessly with the District to make de-
cisions that are in line with our contract, as well as balancing what’s best for kids and what’s best
for the members of the OTA. Certainly, this has not been an easy task. If you haven’t already,
please reach out to these people and offer your thanks.

The OTA Community Action Committee was established with the goal of fostering a sense of
community and support within the OTA and to strengthen the link between the OTA and the larg-
er Oneida Community. And while we realize that our workloads have more than doubled, we feel
that it is especially important this year to continue to strengthen the work of this committee. If
you are interested in joining, or just sharing ideas please consider attending our first “meeting” on
Wednesday, November 18th at 3:30. A link to the meeting will be sent in the afternoon of the
18th. We look forward to seeing you there.

{
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Partners for a Better Community




Happenings in and around the OTA

Virtual versus Reality, This is Teaching!

[} . A 0
| [} a " . ey ()
Welcome to
E———— Ms. Albanese’s Virtual Classroom! !

Click on any of the items to

So, everyone is wondering which is better. Who knows!
All we can say is that we are teaching to a new dynamic.
Hybrid/Virtual/In class, no grades, no zeros, only com-
~— ments. As we contin-
1 ue to try to accommo-
I date all of the criteria
2 being forced upon us,
we strive to teach.
That is what we do. Is |z
it enough? We certainly do all we can do. Each of us are cop- g
ing with this educational nightmare as best we can. Those of
us who are experienced teachers are feeling like their first
years again. 20 years teaching and I am stressing over getting
weekly agendas set and having lessons ready for google class-
room. Never mind that I might forget to post those assign-
ments or, I posted assignments to the wrong class. We are here to teach and that is what we do.
Remember to talk to your fellow teachers. Vent when you get the chance to. And, most im-
portantly, remember to take a break, take a breath, and relax. WE ARE TEACHERS!

TEACHING INSTRUCTOR
COACHING KNOWLEDGE PROCESS  ~yn

Work hard to play e (EARNING S4ITE
hard! PROFESSIONAL i
e L0 I;I)-(%IIEII\\IICIEI\IIE)%ERTISE
CH 08 “tiz: OPPORTUNITIES
* NA° 5 :DEVELOPMENT i

Thinking About Retirement?

Whether you are 1, 3 or 5 years out, you want to check out NYSTRS. There is an abundance of infor-
mation for you to collect, digest and use to your benefit. Don’t’ forget to sign up for one of their retire-

ment seminars. There’s still time!!!

- NYSUT Retirement Seminars - go on NYSTRS
' to sign up for one .
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BUILDING REPRESENTATIVES:

HIGH SCHOOL
Bud Leo

John Markle
Chris Meeker
Brian Myatt
Dona Fiedler
Pete Gillander

OTTO SHORTELL
Jackie Skibitski
Chrissy Sawner
Megan Kelly

WILLARD PRIOR
Mary Beth Russo

EXECUTIVE BOARD OFFICERS

PRESIDENT:

VICE PRESIDENT:
VICE PRESIDENT:
VICE PRESIDENT:

TREASURER:
SECRETARY:

2020-21

Dave Dampf
Dewayne Cronk
Dave Wright
Steve Paz
BeeAnn O’Herien
Jen Armlin

SENECA STREET
Cindy Smith

NORTH BROAD
Jen Armlin

DURHAMVILLE
Matt Arthur
Melinda Phoenix-Hart

RETIREES (OREA)
Jean Martin

Cindy Fallon

Patricia Albaugh




Come to us for the savings...

DINING &
SHOPPING
DISCOUNTS

LIFE
INSURANCE

CAR &
TRUCK
RENTALS

e N

LONG-TERM
CARE &
DISABILITY

-

To learn more about Member Benefits-endorsed programs & services, MEMBER

visit memberbenefits.nysut.org, call 800-626-8101 or scan the

QR codes above.

For information about contractual endorsement arrangements

BENEFITS

nsu

Working to Benefit You

with providers of endorsed programs, please contact NYSUT Member Benefits.

Sept./Oct.'20



