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It is the end of the year, and what a year it has been.
Let’s look forward to a few weeks of relaxing and
recovering before we have to start thinking about
heading back to work.

How we will begin the new school year is still up in
the air. Hopefully the powers that be will be able
to give us the “guidance” we need to determine
how the new school year will look. We do know
that we will be heading back before Labor Day this
year.

Just wanted to send out a congratulations to our retirees this year and wish them well in their future en-

deavors;
Scott Fallon
Cyndi Bobo
Brian Planck
Pat Mercer
Ann Fowler
Karen Knight
Cheryl MacDonald
Bob Straczuk

Hope everyone has a great Summer and we’ll see you all in the Fall (or sooner if we
can ever get together)!

Bud
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UPCOMING MEETINGS:

OTA Representative Meeting (Second Tuesday of the month) ALL ARE WELCOME!

Next Meeting: ~ Sept 8th 3:30 pm OSMS Rm. 106
Oct 13th 3:30 pm OSMS Rm. 106
Nov 10th 3:30 pm WP Rm. TBA
Dec 8th 3:30 pm DV Rm. TBA

Any special meeting dates will be announced through e-mail.

Board of Education Meeting (Second Tuesday of the month)

Sept 8th 6:00 pm Costello Transportation Center
Oct 13th 6:00 pm OSMS

Nov 13th 6:00 pm WP

Dec 8th 6:00 pm DV

Board of Education Meetings
The Oneida City School District Board of Education will meet on the second
Tuesday of every month.

The meetings are generally held at one of the buildings in the district and begin
at 6 pm.
We all need to remember that it is our
job, our livelihood, that is constantly
scrutinized. Make every effort to at-

sCHOOL

BO ARD tend a meeting to show solidarity in the
\E FT ‘ N[\ OTA. Remember, it is in your best in-
A v terest to know what is going on in your
district.
‘ Donations and Contributions

We’ll see you all
In September for another

Round of
“Casual Fridays”
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TALES FROM THE CRYPT

The members of the Oneida Retired Educators Association remind you that
we are alive and well and still active on the educational scene in Oneida.

Congratulations and CHEERS to the newest group of OTA members who are
soon to become Retirees!! We thank you for your work over the years on
behalf of children, and anything you have done to ensure the strength of
the union. As you have read in other CRYPT tales...the work you expend
pays off into your retirement! A strong union benefits working members
and also ensures that the benefits will continue long after your official
school days come to an end.

Retirees, you will be hearing from the OREA as we invite you to join our group and continue to be active in
union activities. The OREA fits right in with this description from the NYSUT Retiree Handbook:

“Retirees: Who Are We? We are the people who have retired from the education systems and health care
professions in New York State. Now more than 200,000 strong and growing, we are retired NYSUT/AFT/NEA
members organized in retiree councils across New York and Florida. We are part of the more than 600,000
members of NYSUT who led the drive for COLA. We continue to press for other improvements in pensions,
assured health benefits, Social Security and Medicare.We are friendly people who get together to meet with
people of similar interests. We listen to speakers and panels, and participate in discussions on a variety of
interesting topics. We meet to take care of business, to continue our education, to communicate and to keef
informed. Sometimes, we plan luncheon meetings and social activities just for the fun of it! We are active
people who stay abreast of current legislation and possible changes affecting education, health care, our re-
tirement and our many other fields of interest. We retired; we didn’t resign from life. We still care about the
education, the health and well-being of our community, of our successors and of ourselves. We continue to
grow and to give of ourselves unselfishly. We have roots here; we helped build this union; we are family. As
part of the NYSUT/AFT/NEA family, our interest and participation continue.”

As we congratulate and thank the new retirees, we congratulate and thank all the OTA members for another
year of hard work, compassion, nurturing and rising to the challenges that bombard you from all directions
all the time. Talk about challenges...you are groundbreakers! No one has had the experience that you have
all dealt with since March. We retirees have been in awe of you all on a daily basis You are all to be com-
mended for rising to this incredible challenge. We know there are changes in store and wish you strength
and stamina as you meet whatever comes next, and hope you can find time during the summer to

rest. What an incredible profession it is to be a teacher!!

Patricia Albaugh, 2007 Retiree, Oneida Castle School
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Happenings in and around the OTA

LTA’s become part of the OTA The OREA did a great job raising funds
Licensed Teaching Assistants are now part of for Karing Kitchen here in Oneida during

the Oneida Teachers’ Association. Most LTA’s the Pandemic.
belong with the teaching unit within the school -
districts because they (the LTA’s) have to be
certified in New York State (which falls under
the teachers’ unions for the school district).

In March of 2020, the OTA, OSEU (Oneida
School Employees United) and the District
came to an agreement that moved the LTA’s out
of the OSEU and in with the OTA. They re-
main under the contract of the OSEU until the

OTA can bargain them into our next contract,
which will take place in 2020-2021.

So, let’s welcome into the OTA our newest
members—the Licensed Teaching Assistants!

Ashley Reisman - at Seneca Street The Oneida Retired Educators Associ-
_ ation raised $5,875 for the Karing
Lori Collea - at North Broad Kitchen. Sue Sharon, the treasurer of
Melissa Aumell - at Durhamville OREA, presented Melissa King, the
Karing Kitchen coordinator, with a
check recently. Thank you, OREA and
Karing Kitchen for everything you do
Welcome to the OTA!!! to help the students of OCSD!

Melissa Trent - at Oneida High School

Thinking About Retirement?

Whether you are 1, 3 or 5 years out, you want to check out NYSTRS.
There is an abundance of information for you to collect, digest and use to
your benefit. Don’t’ forget to sign up for one of their retirement seminars.
There’s still time!!!

NYSUT Retirement Seminars - go on NYSTRS to sign up for one
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Happenings in and around the OTA

Where Did Everybody Go!

So, another year has come to a close and we are all getting ready for
summer. Some of us have to make special arrangements because
they have “moved” with the District. Here’s where some of us have
“moved” to:

First, our Retirees;

Cyndi Bobo (PE OHS) Scott Fallon (PE OHS)

Ann Fowler (AIS NB) Karen Knight (Kindergarten DV)
Cheryl MacDonald ( AIS SS/WP) Pat Mercer (6th Grade OSMS)
Brian Planck (5th Grade WP) Bob Straczuk (Technology OHS)

Second, our Movers;

Abigail Kimball - from OSMS to OHS as English Teacher

Mike Curro - from NB/WP to OHS as Physical Education Teacher

Tony D’Arcangelis - from SS/WP to NB/WP as Physical Education Teacher
Christine Hawhorne - From NB kindergarten to NB AIS

Krystina Race - from NB Gr 4 to DV Kindergarten

Michelle Crowley - from NB Gr 4 to SS/WP AIS

Mandy Dolson - from OHS to DV Reading Teacher

Third, some new hires;

Katherine Snyder - NB Kindergarten Teacher

Grace Bradley - NB 4th Grade Teacher

Casey Woodcock - WP 5th Grade Teacher

Jordan Sipley - NB 4th Grade Teacher

Kayla Sweet - SS/WP Physical Education Teacher

Karen DiGennaro - OSMS English Teacher

Beth Poulos - OHS Physical Education Teacher (was part time now full time!)




During these unprecedented times and in the face of
incredible adversity, each of you continue to sacrifice and
dedicate yourselves to our children, our families and our
communities.

We thank all of the educators, school-related professionals,
nurses and other health care workers who continue to
demonstrate their unwavering compassion, dedication and
commitment to our communities on a daily basis.
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